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PUBLIC CHARITY, HOME LIFE, CHARACTER
AND DKATH.

The large fortune \\hieli Runchhodlal amassed by his
own efforts was freely spent on charitable objects irrespective
of casle and class. Hospitals, educational institutions,
technical and literary societies, urban development, all
profited from time to time by his benevolence. Up to the
year 1878, Ahmad abaci possessed only one institution for
medical relief, besides the Government Civil Hospital,
namely the Becherdas dispensary, founded by the late
Rao Bahadur Becherdas Ambaidas, C.SJ. Realising that
this dispensary was unable to treat more than a small
pioportiou of the urban population, and that further
medical relief was essential, RanehhodM in 1878 built
and equipped at his own expense a lar<;e dispensary in the
railway suburb of Ahmadabad. By 1881 the success of
this institution was assured and Runclihodlal therefore
offered to transfer it to the charge of municipality, which
agreed to the proposal on condition that the donor provided
funds for its maintenance. Rauchhodlal immediately
offered an endowment fund of Rs. 20,000; and subse-
quently, lifter the dispensary had been placed under muni-
cipal management, he bestowed further sums for the
extension of the main buildings, to admit of the housing of
indoor patients and of an increased hospital staff, and
offered an additional sum of Rs. 5,000 for the cost of accom-*
modaiiuj; distressed persons of the middle and lowbr classes,
who could not afford to pav the visiting fees of doctors and
were at the same time too ill to visit the dispensary as out-
door patients. To provide food for this class of patients